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European Legislation Identifier

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BOB_Q7sh0xI

The European Legislation Identifier (ELI) is 
a system to make legislation available 
online in a standardised format, so that it 
can be accessed, exchanged and reused 
across borders

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BOB_Q7sh0xI




ELI Identifiers. URI templates…

Source: “Presentación del Identificador Europeo de Legislación, June 2017”, 
https://www.jgpa.es/documents/11156/265118/02_Presentacion.pdf/8afff26c-6135-4b6d-8e66-83b417fb8c3b



Common ELI Ontology

• Last updated November 2018

Figure taken from https://publications.europa.eu/en/web/eudatathon/challenge-2



RDFa (“semantic web format”)



ELI advantages
• Better-quality, more reliable legislation data ELI helps improve 

the quality and reliability of legal information online through 
the use of persistent identifiers and structured metadata.

• Greater interoperability ELI encourages interoperability among 
information systems by structuring legislation in a standardised 
way, while taking account of the specific features of different 
legal systems.

• Better access to legislation Thanks to search engine 
optimisation, ELI makes it easier to locate legal data, which can 
thus be more widely used.

• It promotes the development of new services Making 
legislation available in a structured way helps develop value-
added services.

• Cost savings ELI makes information flows more effective and 
shortens the time taken to publish legislation.

• It promotes transparency By improving access to legal 
information, ELI makes it easier to follow up work done by 
governments, and promotes greater accountability.



Future advantages

• Google richer information on legislation

https://pending.schema.org/legislationIdentifier



Example of structured legislation online

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2018/12/contents/enacted

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2018/12/contents/enacted/data.rdf

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2018/12/contents/enacted/data.akn
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(Metalex)



Example of structured legislation online

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2018/12/schedule/19/paragraph/290/enacted 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2018/12/schedule/19/paragraph/290/enacted/data.rdf 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2018/12/schedule/19/paragraph/290/enacted/data.akn
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(Akoma Ntoso)



Spain

• Complex case: 1+17
• Latest report from April 2018 “Technical 

Specification for the implementation of ELI in Spain 
(Phase 1)”

• Expected to be implemented at the end of 2019 
(State) and 2020 (Autonomous Communities)



Spain: URI template



Basque Country









Links to Wikipedia and nicks

• SPARQL queries in Wikipedia/DBpedia and Wikidata 
in order to obtain laws

• Attending to the category of the article
• Attending to the links to BOE
• Attending to Wikipedia redirections and owl:sameAs



Links to Wikipedia and nicks



Other entities annotated
• Types of entities

• Corporate bodies (named authority lists, NALs in the EU 
Metadata Registry) and DIR3 (Directorio Común de Unidades 
Orgánicas y Oficinas)

• Legal References, Persons, Localizations and others

• Main strategy: regular expressions



Other links
• Corporate bodies (named 

authority lists, NALs in the EU 
Metadata Registry) and DIR3 
(Directorio Común de Unidades 
Orgánicas y Oficinas)

• Legal References, Persons, 
Localizations and others

Figure by Ines Badji



Evaluation
• Average F1 score 0.7

• About 0.95 in formal texts
• Between 0.6 and 0.8 in the rest

Figure by Ines Badji and Víctor Rodríguez
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• Identification of legislation: URI templates at the 
European, national and regional levels based on a defined 
set of components

• Properties describing each legislative act: Definition of a 
set of metadata and its expression in a formal ontology

• Serialisation of ELI metadata elements: Integration of 
metadata into the legislative websites using RDFa
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